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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 , The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 6 recites the limitation "said releasing means" 
in line 12; claim 10 recites the limitation "said releasing means" in line 14. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-5 are allowed. 

4. None of the prior art of record appears to read on claims 6-12, as best 
understood by the examiner, and the subject matter of the claims appears to be 
allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd 
paragraph, set forth in this Office action. However, upon applicant's amendment to 
overcome the rejections and objections raised by the examiner and upon the examiner's 
better understanding of the invention, a comparison of the prior art to the claim will 
again be made. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the allowable subject matter is the master control button electrically connected 
to the electronic control box and for toggling the system between active and inactive 
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modes so that the control box becomes responsive and unresponsive to signals 
generated by the system respectively, a plurality of safety belt release buttons being 
selectively toggled between raised and lowered positions by a user, the electronic 
control box for receiving a plurality of input signals and for sending a plurality of 
corresponding output signals to the safety belt releasing means to thereby cause the 
ejection of a safety belt latch from a safety belt buckle independently of actuating a 
corresponding manual release mechanism of a safety belt, in combination with other 
features of independent claims 1, 6, and 10. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schoeffler et al., Garboli et al., Nichols, Baca, Banholzer et al.. Marcel et al., and 
Armand disclose a safety belt release system comprising an electronic control box, a 
master control button, means for releasing a safety belt, and a power source, the 
electronic control box for receiving input from the master control button and sending 
signals to the safety belt release means to cause unfastening of the safety belt. 

Matsuoka et al., Patel, Lafont, Klein, Barbuti, Sirotzki, and Ichikawa disclose a 
safety belt release system comprising an electronic control box, a plurality of safety belt 
release buttons, means for releasing a safety belt, and a power source, the electronic 
control box for receiving input from the safety belt release buttons and sending signals 
to the safety belt release means to cause unfastening of the safety belt. 
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MacKew, Alcidi et al., Shimizu, Ambrosi, Righi, and Pierre disclose an automatic 
safety belt release system. 

Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura B. Rosenberg whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6674. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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